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LETTER TO THE CHIEF RABBI. ate 
( Continued, ) 


Rev. Sir. I come now, to the proposal of a measure which, 
having been for many years adopted in several congregations 
of your native country, cannot be strange to you, and from 
the due execution of which I am sanguine enough to expect 
the best results. J allude to a more impressive and solemn 
celebration of the public admission of the young Israelite into 
the community, (known by the name of Bar Mitzvah,) and 
its extension also, with due modifications, to the female sex. 
No one acquainted with the human mind, especially the mind of 
young persons, can doubt but this religious ceremony could be 
rendered a most solemn and efficient act, one which would inde- 
libly impress its awful stamp upon the heart. No one acquainted 
with the mode in which this ceremony is at present performed, 
can doubt but its effect, if it have any, is soon effaced from the 
mind, even as the track of the departed vessel is lost in the water. 
Our Rabbis, knowing the human heart, acquainted with the 
importance of that period of life when all the nobler faculties 
of the mind begin to awaken, and the rudiments of those prin- 
ciples are formed which are to become faithful guides through- 
out life—our sages ordained, that at the commencement of that 
period, at the very threshold of the new life into which the 
youth is ready to start, he should be detained for a moment, 
in order to be made acquainted with the significancy of 
the epoch before him. Our sages wished, that before the 
shoulders of the youth (unused to the weight of moral or 
religious responsibility) received this burden from the pa- 
tent's hand, he should have learned to know its nature, 
its pressure, and the method of sustaining it. It is with this 
view that the religious initiation of the Bar Mitzvah has been 
introduced. But how is the wise purpose of our sages an- 
swered? Try, ye adults, try to recal to your memory this all 
lors era in your life. What is it that renders it remark- 
able, that impresses it upon your recollection? mere is it 
the earnestness, the impressiveness, the unction of the pre- 
cepts of the teachers, who prepared you for this solemn pe- 

Is it the noble enthusiasm, (so easily awakened in the 
youthful mind,) excited in you by the glowing appeal of your 
master to your heart? Is it the firmness of the resolution then 

en, to lead a virtuous life as a man, as a citizen, and as 


an Israelite ; to cling till death to a religion, the excellencies 


of which you have been made to kuow, to understand, to ap- 
preciate, to admire, to prefer to any other? Say, is it the 
firmness of that resolution, which the careful preparation for, 
and the solemn initiation into, the religion formed in your 
mind, then open to all that is good, just and noble ; is it this 
which readily brings that remarkable period back to your 
memory? Nothing of the kind! It is the gold watch, the 
beautiful suit of clothes, the fine presents then received, or 
the difficulty of learning a speech by rote, and the excitement 
felt at the idea of being for the first time called up to the Law ; 
these it is which impressed that period on our mind.—Such I| 
know must, and would be your unanimous reply. 

In the name of our religion, in the name of the sacred duties 
which parents owe to their offspring, can and ought such an 
abuse of a beautiful institution any longer to be suffered ? 
Shall it any longer be permitted, after the most flagrant neglect 
of the most sacred duty ofa parent to a child—that of proper 
instruction in religion—that the father shall gravely declans 
himself thenceforth free from religious responsibility for his 
son, that he shall say before the eyes of the community— 
(Blessed be He who has released me from the responsibility of 
this one.) ! mt Sw 3 


Happily, the glory as well as the merit of restoring an ex- 
cellent institution of our ancestors to its primary intention, of 
rendering it what it might be, what it ought to be, can be 
earned’ without opposition. Am I mistaken, Rev. Sir, in 
my idea, that this merit has been reserved for you? Nay 
more, I am even sanguine enough to expect, that some kind of 
solemn preparation and religious initiation will also be intro- 
duced for the younger branches of the female sex; that the 
neglect with which their religious instruction has been hitherto 
treated, will give way to a regular tuition established by your 
sanction, and conducted under your superintendence. Wit out 
such a provision now, as in times of yore, we might be 


reproachfully asked, y3 xd y3 2) “—Lrepeat here 
a remark made in a preceding letter,—no one will expect from 
ou, individually, Rev. Sir, the discharge of duties in detail. 
f you but breathe the breath of life into the germs or embryos 
of such institutions, so soon as they are endowed with the spark 
of life, they will grow and move by themselves; your guiding spirit 

will then be sufficient for their direction, 
I have proposed the engagement of a master, for the in- 
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struction of our youth attending Christian schools. The same 
individual, it appears to me, could also undertake the task of 
preparing them for their solemn admission as members of the 
community, considered as a religious society. 
In recommending this measure to your attention, Rev. Sir, 
I said that it would not be altogether strange to you, By this 
time, I doubt not, it will have suggested itself to you, that the 
name under which it is known on the continent, is ‘* confirma- 
tion.” Names, Rev. Sir, are in themselves empty sounds, mere 
air if detached from the things they are to designate. Why 
then should we reject the thing, because the name given to it 
does not please us? It is only narrow-mindedness or prejudice, 
that is guided or deterred by names; sagacity and enlighten- 
ment penetrate to the substance. True, the word confirmation 
happens not to be Jewish; but is not the idea it is intended to 
convey, Jewish? True, it was not we who made the first attempt 
at restoring this venerable institution to its pristine significance ; 
but is this the reason that we should make no attempt at all at 
restoring it? You, Rev. Sir, so well versed in the writings of 
our sages, you no doubt are acquainted with numbers of in- 
stances and precedents, showing that ‘‘ He is wise who learns 
from every one ;’’ witness the illustrious example of a Rabbi 
Mier, who did not scruple to learn from an 3nx. The defence 
in his behalf,—that he found a pomegranate, ate its inner part, 
and cast away its shell,—pronounces at once the condemnation 
of a view that would reject the good, merely because found 
with the bad ! 
come now to the consideration of those of our youth 
who are withdrawn at too early a period from education, in 
order to enter into practical life.. It will no doubt be admitted 
on all hands, that it would be highly desirable to supply their 
deficiencies in the Jewish part of their education. This, in 
my opinion, might be effected by imitating an institution ex- 
isting among our Christian countrymen. i allude to an insti- 
tution similar to Sunday Schools. Our youth engaged in busi- 
ness or trade, are in this respect better situated than their 
Christian neighbours. The latter have only one day in the 
week for recreation and mental improvement; we have two. 
Why should it not be possible to persuade our youth, under 
eighteen years of age, to devote every week a couple of hours 
to their improvement in Jewish branches of knowledge? Why 
should exhortations from the pulpit, prizes for the younger 
students, and other kinds of encouragement which will easily 
suggest themselves, fail in producing this effect? Or why 
should it be impossible to convince parents and employers of 
the salutary influence of such information, and thus obtain 
their co-operation? The office of instructor to these youth, might 
also be entrusted to the master charged with the preparation 


for M)¥ 13, or to some other individual specially appointed 
for the purpose. 


(To be Continued.) 


RUSSIA AND THE JEWS. 

Another hard blow has just been levelled against the un- 
fortunate Jews of Russia, In virtue of a new ukase, all Jews 
inhabiting the open country are to be driven into the towns. 
Dut all Jews not possessing immoveable property shall be 
unable to obtain the right of citizenship; that is, they are not 
to be allowed to carry on any trade, but are to he given over 
to starvation, should they decline the proffered. alternative of 
turning Russian Catholics. 

In a comment upon the purport of this ukase, the Z. d. J. publishes 
a rather violent article, Looking at the inability of our English 
brethren to interfere beneficially in behalf of our unfortunate 
Russian co-religionists, and at the uncontrolled power of the 
Autocrat,—whose resentment might perhaps make a measure irre- 
vocable, originally intended only as an intimidation; or who might 
mature into a stern resolution, what at first was only the effusion 
of momentary displeasure,—we think the policy of inflammatory 
language may be questioned. And certainly, when we look back at 
the avowed effect which the invectives of the French press against 
the Autocrat, had upon the unfortunate Poles, we should long hesi- 
tate before allowing ourselves to be overruled by an impetuosit 
which cannot mitigate the fate of the sufferers, and might muc 

avate it. In this view we are also corroborated by the opinion 
of men whose experience, influence, and intentions, must ensure to 


them due weight and regard. Sympathizing deeply as we do with 
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our wretched brethren, as fellow creatures, as breth 
co-religionists,—happy, thrice happy, as we should 
any eflort, by any sacrifice on our part, we could mit 
fate, we shall, nevertheless, at present abstain from an 

remark; and thus, if we cannot soothe, at least we shall Not irritate 
We therefore content ourselves for the present, to extract from 
the paper above mentioned, various ukases published of late, yith 
some comments from the same source. These are no speculations. 
they are stern facts, which will enable every one to judge i 
himself, and to say whether the inferences are just 

The Editor, in order to prove the justness of his opinion, passes 
in review the various ukases concerning the Jews, issyed by 
the Emperor since his accession to the throne. He begins wit 
the edict of 1828, which subjected the Jews to the conscription 
But, although the Emperor did not fail to express to the com. 
munities furnishing their respective contingents, his satisfaction 
and even his sense of gratitude, he, nevertheless, a few years after. 
wards, excluded the Jewish soldiers from all military advancement. 
eluding the force of his promise to remove disabilities in the 
army, by interpreting it as having only reference to converted 
soldiers! In virtue of a secret order of the Emperor, a catechism of the 
Russian Greek Church was written, in which the Jewish children 
torn from the arms of their parents in order to be brought up me 
soldiers, were to be instructed. The mask however, was altogether 
dropped in 1844, when the public order was given, that these young 
recruits should be at once brought up as Christians, and that the 
adults should be incapable to serve in the guards, in the active army, 
or in the fleet, but were to be sent to the Caucasus, or to be employed 
at work in the military arsenals. Besides these indirect means, 
others of a more compulsory nature are resorted to in order to force 
them into apostacy. Thus it happened lately, that when looking 
over the list of the military converts, the Emperor found “ yacat” 
in the regiment of a certain colonel, he expressed to the officer 
his displeasure. But what happened on the following day? 800 
Jewish soldiers were, with the sabre and the knout, driven into the 
church:—two of them preferred death. : 

A ukase of 1835, conferred various rights on Jewish merchants, 
artisans, agriculturists, scholars, and artists. Considerable as these 
rights appeared, they were very insignificant in comparison with 
those which the Jews possessed under the Polish Government. 
And in what spirit were these laws administered? Already pre- 
viously, in 1825, the Emperor had indiscriminately expelled all 
Jews residing in the two capitals of the empire. 

The same fate was inflicted in 1835, on the Jews of Kiew, the 
sacred city of Russia, Nicholaew and Sewastopol, on the Black Sea. 
None but converts were suffered to remain there. The interior of 
Russia was altogether shut against them, and even a temporary 
sojourn there rendered almost impossible. The agriculturists were 
not better treated. 

In 1837 a large number of the Jews of Courland wished to im- 
migrate into Siberia. The minister of finance, Count Cankrin, 
supported the undertaking, but the Emperor withheld his sanction. 
In 1840, Jewish settlers were sent to Cherson; half of them perished 
on the way, the other half perished there in the greatest misery; 
because Cherson, a country without trees or rain, required other 
settlers than persons not at all acquainted with agriculture, and 
certainly unable to change stones into bread. 

A proportionably very large number of the Jews exercise all 
kinds of manual labor and trades practised in Russia; and certainly 
they are superior in intellectualization to their brutalised, non-Jewish 
neighbours. The Emperor, in order tocut offthis branch ofsustenance, 
has determined to controul the Jewish traders, till, as it is openly 
said, they shall come to their senses. And since the pro- 
mulgation of the law of 1835, has a Jew received any government 
situation, however subordinate? Nota single one. An eminent artist 
of the Jewish religion, who in virtue of this ukase, applied for 4 
situation in the Academy of Arts, received for answer, “ you must 
convert yourself,” to which of course he did not sabmit. 

But the Emperor soon found out, that however he might oppress 
the Jews, however successful he might be in cutting off single 
stragglers from the camp of Israel, yet that camp was impregnable 
by the means used. The Emperor determined therefore at once, to re- 
sortto the employment offorce; and itis to this determination that may 
be attributed the series of atrocious ukases. which have lately appalled 
the Jews of the universe, and extorted a ery of horror from the 
civilized world. 
_ The first of these ukases, expelling the Jews from the frontier 
into the interior of the country, resounds still in the ears of Europe. 
This edict was to produce a three-fold effect; it was to render the 
boundaries not Polish Jewish, but Russian; it was to reduce the Jews 
to beggary, and to give them over to starvation, by tearing them 
from their establishments; it was still more to over-crowd wit Jews 
the governments in which they were allowed to settle, and thus to con 
pel them either to stifle each other, or to free themselves by apostacy. 
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itis true, that in order to justify this measure in the 
it was pretended to be taken in order to prevent smuggling. 
But that this was only a pretence, and not the real motive of this 
ukase, is clear from the statement of the very ministers of the 
Emperor, who represented to him, that this step would not prevent 
smuggling, that sixteen large trading places, besides various smaller 
laces, would thereby be ruined; and that it would cause to the 
ublic revenue an annual loss of 1,460,000 silver rubles. Nor was 
the solemn offer of the Jews, “to enter into a bond against 
smuggling, under pain of excommunication,” of any use. 

The second preparatory step for the fatal blow to be struck, was 
the ukase which took from the Jews the right of regulating their 
own commercial affairs, and of representing the congregations by 
elders. Henceforth, all internal connection of the Jews as congre- 
gations was prohibited, and the administration of their internal 
affairs and finances put into the hands of the local authorities; 
without whose permission, they were not even allowed to meet. 
By this step, the Jews being deprived of the only one centre of unity 
possessed by them, no unanimous measure could be taken; no 

rotection or relief given tothe members; and theirstrengthasa body 
was totally broken. Now thatall was prepared, thatthe victims were 
entangled in the net from which they toald not extricate themselves, 
now that the fatal blow was struck, the ukase adverted to appeared. 
Deprived ofall means of support, crowded in small rooms, which must 
soon become as many black holes, the prisoners must en rage in 


a deadly struggle for preserving themselves, or save their lives by 
the proffered alternative. 


The foregoing details are sufficiently harrowing; let us hope 
that many will admit of considerable qualification. Meanwhile, 
a lively sympathy with our unhappy Russo-Polish brethren exists 
in influential quarters here; none the less lively, that it is accom- 
panied by an anxiety to repress profitless invective,—a mode of 
expressing sympathy often the more resorted to in proportion as 
direct and practical methods are wanting. The matter, it is said, 
has been once more under the consideration of the Board of De- 
puties, since the notice in our last number. Muck is hoped from 
the Emperor’s own impulses, swayed to clement and generous 
resolves by the blander influences which occasionally surround 
him. His present sojourn in Italy affords snch opportunities, and 
we cannot think they will be lost. Again, it is known that Sir 
Moses Montefiore has often contemplated a visit to St. Petersburg ; 
and should he, as is expected, be able to go early in the new year, 
what might not be anticipated from his known desire to establish 
a better understanding between the Emperor and his Jewish sub- 
jects! His intercession on the one side, might render the rule 
more paternal; his influence on the other side, might dispose 
them to more successful efforts, to win their sovereign’s confidence. 
May God prosper endeavours so directed! 


SERMON sy Tue Rev. tHe Cater Rassi. 
(Continued from our last number.) 


II. Filial love was manifested in various ways; it was like 
the sun, which, though but one body, was reflected in seven various 
hues; and in order to resemble that luminary also in his functions, 
filial love should benefit those who were its objects. It should 
therefore be manifested, 1, by ready obedience; the language of 
which was the emphatic word %337 “here am I,” used on so many 
occasions by the worthies whose lives were. recorded in the sacred 
scriptures. 2. By remaining uniform in all stations in which we 
might be placed. Neither superior education, nor wealth, nor 
maturity of age, nor even the married state, shonld interfere with 
or lessen filial affection and duty. ‘Two glorious examples were 
held up to our imitation in the conduct of the wisest of kings, who, 
though exalted above all his fellow men, knew and evinced his 
duty to his mother, by prostrating himself before her when she 
entered his apartment:* and in that of Esau, who, though aged 
and married, was mindful of the respect due to his father, as was 
abundantly shown in holy writ. 3. By extending duty even to the old 
age of parents, though there should be no longer any hopes of a 

ure inheritance. Esau still honored and respected his aged 

her, and deferred the exeeution of his criminal pees on 
Jacob until his father should be no more.t Indeed, when parents 
ecome aged and deerepit, just then it was doubly incumbent 

o children to throw light into the night of destitution, and by 
seasonable relief to reconcile their parents to the troubles. and 
of old age. 

I] e benefits resulting from the discharge of filial duty, or 
the blessing that awaited the truly affectionate child, lay princi- 
Pally in that blissful consciousness which always resulted from the 
Sense of having performed our duty. The ehild that had ne leeted 
NS parents, however, was stung by the consciousness of having 


Genesis, xxvii. 


* | Kings, ii, xix. 


eyes of Europe, ; 


| 
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drawn down upon its head their curse instead of their blessing. 
But the effects of dutiful conduct towards parents showed them- 
selves also in substantial happiness, in terrestrial prosperity ;* the 
injunction contained in the Pith Commandment was immediately 
followed by the promise of earthly reward, and we had but to loo 

around us for proofs of the enjoyment of such reward by those 
who had made themselves worthy of it. Lastly, the effects of 
filial love and obedience appeared in the affection of our own chil- 
dren, as a natural consequence of the example we had set them. 
But if parents were disappointed in finding their offspring loving 
and dutiful, they might often ascribe the fault to themselves ; cer- 
tainly it lay entirely at their door, if they had favorites amongst 
their children, if they kept them back from school for their own 
momentary advantage and gratification, or if they did not study to 
discover for what avocation in life God had fitted each of their 
sons. Like Isaac, every father ought daily to say to his child, 
“T will bless thee before I die;’’ or, in the words, he should 
train his children in their religious and moral duties, and afford 
their youthful minds all the opportunities of cultivation that were at 
command, so as to make them good and useful members of society. 


Sussex Hatt.—Dr. Laphall’s Lectures on Hebrew Poetry. 
(Concluded. ) 

Having described the general characteristics of prophecy, the 
Lecturer next descanted on the style of the compositions of the 
greater prophets. Foremost stands Isaiah, of the royal house of 
David, on whose brow the crown of excellence has been placed b 
all ages, and who, for his lofty thought, his mighty deeds, and his 
still mightier imfluence is reckoned the worthy leader of the 
a ic Next, Jeremiah, who though not equal to him in 
sublimity, yet with his true pathos penetrates the heart; then 
Ezekiel, the great describer of awful visions, whose writings are 
firm and glorious, and solid like the truths which he propounds ; 
and lastly, the minor prophets who teach man his duty to God, 
to his fellow and to himself. After the division of the tribes in the 
reign of Jeroboam, five prophets arose in Israel; two addressed 
themselves to the house of Judah, and two to the kingdom of 
Israel, whilst Isaiah addressed himself to the whole human race : 
of his private hfe we know bat little, but from his public career, 
we know his character is distinguished for virtue, courage, 
firmness of purpose, and wisdom; his influence when living, 
extended over the period of seventy years, and during the 
reign of five sovereigns. He cautioned, he menaced and he de- 
nounced; in vain he cautioned Israel, but not in vain did he address 
Hezekiah, King of Judah, who with the prophet’s assistance saved 
Jerusalem, after all Palestine had fallen a prey to the Assyrian 
conqueror his influenee in future years was greater; he foretold 
the first captivity, and the first restoration; He foretold the second 
captivity, and on his predictions we rest our peere for our second 
restoration. His writings properly consulted, place before us the 
progress of mind; the great conquest made by morality and 
intellect have been predicted by him, whose great object in his 
prophecy seems to be to prepare us for the time when man shall 
be free from error and sin, because knowledge shall prevail and 
pave the way for the diffusion of true religion, Thus all nations 
cling to Isaiah for the purity, loftiness, and hohness of his thoughts 
and acts—for the beauty and eloquence of his diction. 

The lecturer then recited, as a specimen of his lofty style, a para- 
phrase of his Song of Triumph on the overthrow of Babylon (chap, 
xiv.), which he also critically analysed, and deseritbed as the most 
sublime, lofty and magnificent of all ancient odes extant. After 
this the lecturer entered into a lengthy argument to show that 
the writings of the prophets were known to the ancient -Roman 
Poets, as a proof of which he cited the fourth Eelogue of Virgil ; 
and as a more striking instance, the similarity to be found between 
Isaiah’s graphic description of a carpenter who first used part of a 
tree for domestic purpose, and then makes the other part into a God 
to worship, and Horace’s satire on a carpenter whom he represents 
debating within himself whether he shall make a piece of wood 
into a stool to sit upon, or into an idol to fall down to. Thus, said the 
lecturer, those who disbelieved in his religion, and who frowned on 
his nation, scrupled not to copy his. thoughts and to imitate his dic- 
tion, therefore it behoves us Jews to study his writing and to value 
and cherish them above all others. 

The lecturer then spoke of Jeremiah, who, with the best of hearts 
was fated to hive in the worst of times, and whose tender feelings 
were doomed to behold the destruction of his country ;—of Ezekiel 
whose fervid imagination makes his writings awful and tremendous ; 
—of Hosea who Fretted and mourned over Judah;—of Amos, first 


the herdsman and then the seer ;—of Micah the great teacher of 


morality, who condenses the whole daty of man into three precepts : 
* Vid. Tract. Abodah Zarah, 
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‘*To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God” ;— 
of Joel, the lyric poet ;—of Habakuk, who sees the vision of the 
Omnipotent, and beholds the billows of the ocean hushed before the 
voice of the Almighty ;—and lastly of Nahum, who, in language 
never py ewe by man, predicts the overthrow of Nineveh, the 
enemy of Israel. 

Two thousand years, said the lecturer, have elapsed since the voice 
of inspiration has been heard on this earth; every species of com- 
position has been cultivated by all nations throughout every age, but 
no one has risen since that time whose writings will bear comparison 
with the works of the prophets; for no one has received the divine 
gift which was vraabed to them by their maker. All nations bow 
before the truth of their predictions; all desire to glean information 
from their writings and to observe their precepts; but, said the 
lecturer, addressing his audience, they are more particularly your 
own, they are your inheritance and your birthright; study their 
writings in the original tongue, for the cultivation of which this 
institution has been raised; admire the treasures of the Sacred 
Volume; learn to appreciate its excellences and beauties; observe 
its precepts and follow its dictates, and then will you declare with 
the Psalmist, that “its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its 
paths are peace.” 


[ We take this ot Sag of tendering our best thanks to Mr. 
Morris S. Oppenheim, (the Honorary Secretary of the Institu- 


tion) to whose kindness we are indebted for the reports fur- 
nished of Dr. Raphall’s lectures.—Ebs. | 


OPENING AND DEDICATION OF THE JEWS’ 
SYNAGOGUE, Ar Hosarr Town. 


This elegant little building, which has been built in Argyle- 
street, was recently opened to the public. 

An introductory symphony of Haydn’s having been played, 
the officers of the Congregation, consisting of the President, 
Louis Nathan, Esq.; the Treasurer, Judah Solomon, Esq.; and 
Messrs. D. Moses, D. Heckscher, R. Hart, J. Friedman, ’P. 
Levy, J. Solomon, and the Secretary, Phineas Moss, Esq., 
brought the Rolls of Law from the Vestry to the door of the 
Synagogue, where, three knocks having been given, they called— 


* Open unto us the gates of righteousness; we will enter them and 
praise the Lord.”’ 


The doors were then opened, the procession of officers en-. 


tered standing beneath a canopy, while the Choir chaunted— 
** How goodly are thy tents,” &c, 

The procession circimambulated the Synagogue, preceded 
by the eedes chaunting a psalm, the Officers carrying with 
them the Rolls of the Law. 

At the conclusion of the seventh circuit, the Reader took a 
Roll of the Law out of the Ark, read a prayer, and the Choir 
then sang a beautiful anthem; upon the conclusion of which the 
Reader, bearing the Roll of the Law to the reading-desk, read a 
prayer for the Royal Family. This prayer was followed by an- 
other anthem, ably sung by the Choir. The Roll of the Law 
was again deposited in the Ark, the Choir meanwhile chaunting 
the xxix psalm. 

The interesting ceremony of the Dedication concluded with 
the Choir singing the cith psalm :— 

The ceremony of the Dedication of the building was followed 
by the usual evening service, during which, we understand, the 
offerings amounted to upwards of one hundred guineas. 

The ae in Hobart Town is built in the Egyptian style, 
and much pains appears to have been bestowed by the architect, 
in sustaining in its details the peculiar character of this ancient 
and much-admired order. The front is bold and massive, the 
entrance being decorated with two carved pillars, supporting an 
architrave and cornice, upon which is the following Hebrew 
inscription :— 

POX ‘OY MX Wore We doa 


** In all places where I shall cause my name to be recorded I will come 
unto thee and will bless thee.’’ 


The space in front of the Synagogue is enclosed by a bronze 
iron railing. The entrance of the ullding comprises a vestibule 
with four doors, one on the right, leading to the ladies’ gallery, 
on the left to the vestry and library, and two at the north and 
south leading to the Synagogue, which is fitted up with great 
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attention to the comfort and convenience of the con 
The cover, we believe, is a gift from one of the congre 
front of the desk, and looking towards the Ark, are 
the President, Treasurer, &c. 

The Ark, which is a semicircular groined recess at the east 
end, is enclosed by a light and elegant bronzed railing, and jg 
approached by circular steps; on either side of the doors of the 
Ark, which are richly carved and gilt, are placed two elaborate} 
carved pillars, supporting an entablature and cornice of cedar 
and gilded; on the entablature the following sentence is writtey, 


in Hebrew ANN % 
‘‘ Know in whose presence thou standest.’’ 


In front of the Ark, in which are deposited the Rolls of the 
Law, is a crimson Genoa velvet curtain, with hangings, the gift 
of Mrs. Nathan, lady of the President; it is lined with white silk 
and beautifully decorated; on itis embroidered a wreath of oak 
in gold, which encircles the name of the donor and date of the 
presentation in Hebrew, worked in silver, the whole sur. 
mounted with an antique crown; the tout ensemble is rich in the 
extreme, and it is altogether one of the most elegant pieces of 
needlework in the colony. Over the Ark are placed the Tables 
of the Law, likewise written in Hebrew. On the north wall of 
the building a white marble tablet is placed, having engrayen 
on it, in gold letters, the following inscription :—** The ground 
on which is erected this edifice was presented to the Hebrew 
congregation of Hobart Town by Jupan Solomon, Esq., who 
also handsomely contributed towards its erection. To comme. 
morate this event, and to inform posterity of his zeal and libe- 
rality, this tablet is inscribed.” On the same side, enclosed ina 
richly gilded frame, is another tablet, in black and gold, con- 
taining a ‘* Prayer for the Royal Family.” On the opposite 
side two similar tablets, one containing the names of the Founders 
of the Synagogue and its officers, the other containing the fol- 
lowing inscription :—‘* This House of Assembly, the foundation 
stone of which was laid by Louis Natuan, Esq., President of 
the Congregation, on the 9th day of August, 5603—1843, was 
completed and dedicated to the service of the Lord God of Israel 
on the 4th day of July, 5605—1845, in the eighth year of the 
reign of Queen VicTori,, and in the second of the administra- 
tion of SinJ. E. Bart., Lieutenant-Governor 
of this Colony: Jamses A. Tuomson, Architect.’’ All these in- 
scriptions are in English. ‘The space at the west end, under 
the gallery, is set apart as free sittings, the side compartments 
of which were occupied by temporary raised seats, enclosed and 
covered with morone-coloured cloth, for the accommodation of 
the ladies present at the dedication, : 

The gallery for the ladies is approached by an easy flight of 
steps, and is fitted up with every attention to their comfort; a 
light screen work in front of the gallery adds much to the effect 
of this part of the structure, while it increases the privacy of Its 
occupants. Adjoining the gallery is a spacious anti-room. The 
ceiling of the Synagogue is enriched with an appropriate cornice, 
and five centre ornaments composed of the leaves and flowers 
of the Palm, Lotus, and Papyrus, (a style of ornament which 
pervades all the decorations.) Pendent from those ornaments 
are five elegant chandeliers, containing eighty candles, 1n addi- 
tion to which branch lights are laced at convenient distances 
round the walls. The floors are covered with rich carpets and 
matting; in fact, no expense appears to have been spared in 
perfecting the building —(From Sydney Morning Herald.) 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The proposed College.—\t is rumoured, that the Reverend 
the Chief Rabbi assembled the Delegates of the Metropolitan 
Synagogues on Sunday last, and laid before them his proposal 
for the establishment and support of a College for the training 
of Ministers and Teachers. All that we may venture now to 
say of ascheme, not yet submitted to the public, is that me 
and various as have been the views prevailing with respec 
to what might prove the best plan of operations, It 1s egal 
able to expect that all good patriots, already agreed as to me 
urgent necessity for such an establishment, will waive their 
personal predilections in favour of any comprehensive 
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ractical scheme, propounded by experience, and making due 
provision for the claims of the present and the future, as well 
as of the past. 

Lecture “‘ On the Sabbath,’ at Bevis Marks Synagogue.— 
On the 8th instant, Mr. A. P. Mendes delivered the third and 
last of this series of Lectures. Strongly advocating as we do, 
the imparting of religious knowledge by means of sermons, we 
hail with satisfaction every evidence of the probability of our 
possessing, at no very distant date, many capable of rendering 
efficient service by this mode of instruction. Mr. Mendes, in 
his series of lectures, not only gave cheering proofs of his abili- 
tics as a preacher, but also evoked the expression of a desire 
on the part of a numerous congregation to be thus instructed. 
We cannot allow the occasion to pass over without rendering 
our meed of praise to this gentleman, who, with the prospect of 
a yet long life, may be fairly expected to become useful in the 
20 f° hese three lectures reflect much credit on his feelings 
and judgment, and the very neat and precise language in which 
they were couched, shewed much care and attention to have 
been bestowed on the composition. Cordially, we say to Mr. 
M., go on and prosper. 

The following was among the best passages of his last 
discourse. ‘Though the Sabbath was vouchsafed as a day 
of rest, it was not designed as a season of indolence; there 
may be a scrupulous preservation of positive rest, with but 
little spiritual advantage. But by the primeval blessing and 
sanctification of the Sabbath day, God separated it from 
common, and devoted it to sacred uses; and it should not 
be made a period of mere exemption from worldly toil and 
employment. ‘This day cannot be worthily consecrated, unless 
it be hallowed by the sacred exercises of piety and devotion, 
being chiefly intended for the cultivation of those principles of 
holiness, which must qualify us for an abode in the regions of 
eternal happiness; ifthe Sabbath is not employed suitably to 
this object, the principal design of the institution is frustrated, 
and the most valuable of its benefits forfeited. It remains, 
therefore, for us to enquire into the nature of the holy services 
in which we are to engage, so that we convert the day to the 
uses of a pious edification. In the first place, there can be no 
serious attention to the things on which our eternal rest depends ; 
no sincere religion, without a devout participation in the public 
service of the synagogue. The duties of public worship are 
intimately interwoven with the genuine rest, and due sanctifica- 
tion of the Sabbath. No man is justified in deferring his com- 
munion with God from week to week, but every individual is 
imperatively enjoined by his dependence upon God, as well as 
by the native impulses of his own heart, to suffer no single day 
to elapse without raising his voice to the Supreme, and exclaim 
‘Blessed is the Lord who daily loadeth us with benefits.’ 
But we well know the value to be attached to prayers, when 
we are immersed in our secular affairs, when we are constantly 
slaving in the world for our daily bread, for ourselves and our 
families, and when every moment abstracted from the exercise 
of our mercantile vocations, appears to endanger our success 
in the pursuit of gain. Oh, how different a tendency have our 
rayers, when our minds are free from all agitating cares of 
usiness, when we have bid adieu to the turmoils of worldly 
e, and when we go to the temple of prayer accompanied by 
our families, and when we see before us and around us those 
dear objects for whom we have been toiling, and for whose 
sakes the Lord has prospered the labour of our hands. How 
sensibly then do we feel the inspiring words of the psalmist, 

e eyes of all wait upon Thee, and thou givest them their 
ood in due season, thou openest thy hand, and satisfiest the 
desire of every living thing.’ ” 


Philanthropic Society for the Relief of Distressed Widows 
of the Jewish Religion? This excellent charity, has by adver- 
lisement, made an a peal to the Jewish public. We have made 
‘ome enquiry into the utility of the institution, and can with 
confidence recommend it as deserving the support of the be- 
hevolent. A glance at the Report fately published by the 
‘oMmittee of the Society, will show how far it has been in- 


cinnnental in alleviating the sorrows of many of our unfortunate 
rs. | 
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45 
THE BRISTOL LADIES’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


Agreeing as we do with those, who assign to woman the 
discharge of duties within the domestic circle as her proper 
— of action, we nevertheless think, that she has also her 
share in the performance of duties beyond that sphere: 
even as man, though chiefly occupied under the public eye, 
has also his share in domestic affairs. There are duties out of 
doors, of so tender a nature, that they would shrink under the 
rude grasp of man; they can only stand the gentle touch of 
woman, There are others, which the mind of man, more im- 
patient of detail and minutiae, more inflexible by nature than 
that of woman, more suspicious, and perhaps also more ob- 
durate from frequent impositions, would be but little fit to 
discharge. Again, there are wants and necessities which 
sensitive, domestic, and gentle woman can certainly better un- 
derstand, and more effectively supply than man, with whom 
cold judgment prevails, and with whom unseasonable reasoning 
sometimes predominates ;—such are wants which require prompt 
assistance, The discharge of such duties form the dominion of 
woman in pon life. This office our Christian sisters seem to 
understand perfectly well. Hence we see them formed into 
societies, entering the doors of the poor and sick, as their tutelary 
angels, administering relief, advice, consolation, or teaching re- 
signation; hence we see them, as a matter of course, visiting 
the public educational establishments, holding out encourage- 
ment and reproof, reward and punishment, as faithful aux- 


iliaries of those upon whom the arduous task of education has 


devolved. Such activity, however, is not yet sufficiently dis- 
played by our sistersin faith. True, there is a small association 
of ladies who exert themselves most laudably in the discharge 
of the duties alluded to; but they are only a small band, 
not proportionate either to the number of the whole, or the 
amount of duty to be performed. It is evident, that the im- 
portance of this portion of woman’s vocation is not yet suf- 
ficiently recognized or appreciated by the mass of our sisters. 
The less therefore that this part of woman’s vocation is acknow- 
ledged, the more do we feel it our duty to give prominence to 
any circumstance that might rouse her to a sense of its impor- 
tance, | 

It is with this view, that we have lately noticed the Bristol 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society ; and it is with the same view that 
we now notice an address presented by these ladies, to Mrs. 
Adler, requesting her to become a patroness of the charity, and 
the compliance of that lady with this request. ‘‘ A subscriber,” 
sends both the address and the reply, and we offer a few extracts 
from the address, which is written in a very warm and scriptural 
language. | 


To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob. 


Bristol: Nov. 4, 1845. 
Sirs,—Knowing the pleasure you feel in hed relating . 
to the interests of your co-religionists, 1 have forwarded these 
copies to you in the hope that you will find a corner in your 
interesting periodical for the insertion of them, which will 
greatly oblige, Sirs, Your’s very truly, 
A SUBSCRIBER, 
And one of the Members of the Charity. 


Bristol: Sept. 28, 5605. 

‘The husband is known in the gates, where he sitteth among the elders 
of the land,” 

*¢ Respected Madam,—With greetings of love, we, your sisters 
of the Bristol Hebrew Ladies’ Benevolent Society, reveren- 
tially and affectionately offer our congratulations to yourself 
and family, on your arrival amongst us. Whilst our fathers, 
husbands, children and brothers, look up to, and model their 
conduct by that of our revered pastor, we, the daughters of 
Israel, inspired by the holy teachings of the priest, whose ex- 
hortations have awaked within us an earnest desire to follow 
the path which is pleasing in the sight of God and man, place 
ourselves under the influence and ee at of her, whose ways 
are the ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace.”’ 


The writer then declares it a duty performed by our matrons of old— 
‘‘To ameliorate the physical wants of the poor, with one 
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hand, and to bestow spiritual solace with the other; to reani- 
mate their drooping spirits, lead them to rely on Him ‘ who 
giveth to the raven according to her wants,’ to illumine that 
which is dark in the minds of the offspring, to remove the 
‘pillar of cloud,’ to place before them the ‘ pillar of fire,’ 
Feeling, Madam, the deepest veneration for that Law, which 
inculcates the lessons of charity and love, to hold out a helping 
hand to the distressed; and more than all, to ‘ teach a child 
in the way he should go,’ 

“Wwe Boe to enclose you a prospectus of our society, which 
you will perceive has only been established during the Seow 
year, and is intended to embrace the above mentioned objects ; 
praying, that ag will graciously allow us the privilege of your 
name, as Lady Patroness, feeling confident, that the name of 
the lady of our revered pastor will further the interest of the 
Charity, and by so doing, extend its usefulness. In conclu- 
sion, we sincerely trust that the Supreme will grant you length 
of days, to be acrown to your husband, to exercise in health 
and happiness the functions of mother to your children, and 
an example to all Isracl.—I have honor to remain, Madam, 
most sincerely and respectfully, 

‘‘ For the President and Committee, 

S. L.—Hon. Secretary.” 


Office of the Chief Rabbi. 
London: Sept. 30th, 5605. 


‘* Madam,—I am directed by Mrs. Adler, to acknowledge 
the due receipt of your letter of the 18th inst., with enclosed 
reports of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society, and to state, that 
she has derived much gratification from the perusal thereof; 
and that she takes the deepest interest in the very laudable 
objects of your society. She further desires me to say, that 
she feels much pleasure in giving her name as a Patroness of 


your charitable association, and that she will, as far as in her | 


power lies, do her best to promote its ultimate success, by en- 
couraging so praiseworthy an example as you set to your sister 
co-religionists in the provincial towns. 
“ T have the honor to be, Madam, 
‘* Yours most respectfully, 
75). 
‘* Secretary to the Chief Rabbi,” 


Death of Bishop Alexander.—The last mail from the East 
brings intelligence of the sudden death of the Bishop of Jeru- 
salem, on his passage across the desert from Syria to Egypt, 
en route for England, with his wife and daughter. It becomes 
us to say little on this catastrophe ; it is indeed a melancholy 
one ;—his back was to Zion, he fell in the wilderness, and his 
grave is dug in Egypt! What was really the faith in which he 
died will probably remain a problem in the opinion of many; 
more especially because a predecessor of his, in the patriachate 
of Jerusalem, also an apostate, mentioned in Basnage, avowed 
the hypoerisy of his life on his death bed. Whatever the extent 
of his sins,—and there is not one righteous who sinneth not,—we 
can say unaffectedly, may the God of mercy pardon him! 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jamaica; Kingston.—Somewhat too much prominence has 
been inadvertently given by Zhe Times, to the result of an 
action for libel against the authorities of the Spanish and Por- 


tuguese Synagogue of this city, by a Hazan or Reader, whom | 


it had been deemed expedient to dismiss summarily. Even 
the truth is said to be a libel in a legal sense; and as we have 
no disposition to provoke an illustration of this maxim at our 
own cost, we shall merely give the explanation of a corres- 
pondent ;—that there has been no scandal in the synagogue, (as 
might perhaps be inferred from the Zwnes’ announcement, ) 
but that the allegations found libellous were made ex-officio, 
with a view to justify the dismissal of the person above re- 
ferred to. 
Bay.—The communication per post from our 
esteemed correspondent, dated 3rd Nov., has duly reached us; 
not so the explanatory papers to which he refers, and which 
‘therefore must have been misdirected. The minhag of the 
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Sephardim, as found in Silva and Mendez’s ed 
liturgy, was followed throughout the whole of the rec 
holidays, including ANN ANE excepting 


the final prayer of “335 wy. The offerings were very libera} 
considering that the congregation scarcely consists of te 
Minyanem. On Sabbath a young gentleman 
Bernal, having attained his 13th year, recited his portior, 
publicly ; a novel and interesting event in the young ie. 
munity. 


Death of a Scholar.—Germany has lost another of her Ty) 
mudic scholars. On the 5th of November, in his 85th year. 
died Rabbi Abraham Auerbach, late Rabbi of the Departmen; 
of the Rhine and Moselle. His earthly remains were accom 
panied to their resting place oY an uncommonly large number 
of co-religionists. His exemplary life and unfeigned piety had 
won for him the love and respect of all that knew him, and 
numberless tears were therefore shed over his grave. The de. 
ceased was author of various theological works. 


Proposed Rabbinical Meeting.—At a preliminary meeting of 
the Rabbis of the Grand Dukedom of Baden, it was resolved tp 
convene, next spring, a general meeting of the ministers of that 
country, and to invite also the clergy of other places, in order 
to deliberate on the liturgical alterations deemed necessary for 
the welfare of Judaism. ‘The preliminary meeting was attended 
by such Rabbis as affixed their signature to the protest 
against the Brunswick and Frankfort synods.—(Z.d. J.) 


ition of the 


Conversion and Contumacy.—We read the following in the 
Z.d J, ‘Catholics and Protestants now raise complaints 
against the proselytism of the German Catholics, and especially _ 
against the missionary journeys of the priests of that confession. 
But this is only a natural consequence resulting from the con- 
duct of the two former parties towards the Jews for the last 3) 
years.” ‘* What you wish not to be done to you, that you should 
not do unto others.”’ 

Rabli Fassel of Prossnitz, (in Moravia,) an eminent Talmuv- 
dic scholar, has prohibited the Kapparoth, usual in many 
communities. 

Jewish Professor.—The Hazan of the congregation of Vi- 
enna, Mr. Sulzer, an eminent composer, has been appointed 
professor to the Academy of Music of that capital. 


Brunswick.—It appears, from recent numbers of the German 
papers, that the Brunswick congregation, lately at issue with itsmi- 
nister for daring to desecrate the Sabbath, has desisted from its 
design of discharging him from office, on his promise to be 
more observant for the future. 


Leipsic.—Two gentlemen, Messrs. Meyer and Jacobsohn, 
have, from their private means, established a synagogue at Leip- 
sic, which 'was consecrated on the Sabbath before the New 
Year, by Dr. Frankel of Leipsic, and Dr. Sachs of Berlin. 
The new place of worship, which will be conducted on strictly 


orthodox principles, is looked upon with peculiar interest by 


the numerous Jewish visitors to the far-famed fairs of this mer- 
cantile place. The two young lecturers, who officiated during 
the last holydays, Messrs. Steinschneider and Jellinck, of rising 
talent among our German brethren, obtained the approbation 
of the numerous worshippers attending divine service. 


At Goldberg, (in Mecklenburg Schwerin,) a new syn 
has lately been consecrated, which has a steeple, clock an 
like Christian churches. 

The Bavarian Government has declared that henceforth Jews 
are qualified to vote for members of the chamber of deputies. 


The Russian Government has imposed on its Jewish subjects 
a new tax under the name ofa Sabbath-light tax. The eve 
derived therefrom is to be employed in support of schools to b 
established. These, however, do not yet exist, while the tax '* 
already levied, It is generally feared that the impost will re- 
main even though the schools be not instituted. fore 

Conversions in Russia.—At a naval review, lately held be kill 
the Emperor, the monarch was exceedingly pleased with thes 


ell 


| 
—p 


., seamanship evinced by two sailors, whom he immediately pro- 
. dto the rank of officers. On being informed that they | 
were Jews, the emperor called on them to turn Christians, and 
when they refused he used hard language, and even threatened 
them. Upon this they begged asa favour, in order to show them- 
elves quite worthy of the distinction, to be allowed to perform 
another feat of seamanship. Having been permitted, they plun- 
ged into the sea, never more to emerge !—(Z. d. J.) 


St. Thomas.—We congratulate the Israelites of this island, 
in having secured the services of the Rev. Mr. Nathan. His 
appointment for life has been confirmed by the Danish Govern- 
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ment, His well known conservative principles and graceful 
eloquence, together with his acknowledged talents as a teacher, 
open to him and his flock a prospect of a pleasant union, which | 
we trust may not be interrupted, on the part of the minister, by | 
I] health for many many years.—Occident. 


THE LEGISLATURE AND THE JEWS. 
(Continued. ) 


The statute de Judaismo, among some favorable and some | 
obnoxious enactments, ordains as follows: : 

« And every one of them (the Jews) that is past 7 years of age, 
shall wear a badge, in form of two tables of yellow taffety, six | 
fingers ~~ three fingers broad, upon his upper garment, and 
every one that is past 12 years, shall also pay annually to the King 
at Easter, the sum of three pence, both men and women,” 

We should not have made the foregoing citation, were it not 
that some conscientious but mistaken persons, still concur in 
the propriety of the continuance of the Jews’ disabilities, at 
least so far as relates to their exclusion from parliament. We 
however contend, that there are moral as well as material badges; 
that, whenever a badge is a distinctive mark of inferiority, a 
legislative political badge in the shape of incapacity for public 
service, is no less a degrading characteristic than the yellow 
tallety so circumstantially described in the above mentioned 
statute. We ask our well meaning opponents, if they would wish 
tosee their children stillarrayed in this peculiar garb, and whether 
they incline to the revival of the tribute money enjoined by 
the same statute; if however, they admit, as we think they must, 
that the yellow taffety was in effect a mark of degradation, in- 
flicted on the Jews, simply in respect of their religious tenets, 
then we affirm that the denial of political rights, withheld for the 
" same reasons, is no less a moral brand, no less a mark of reproach 
than the odious ‘badge ordained by the puissant Edward. 

True, that in this happy land we are no longer the Monarch’s 
52 pt to suck up the wealth of others, to be squeezed into the 
royal coffers; but it does appear to us that to uphold one link, 
though it be the last in the hai of oppression, 1s short sighted 
policy, is to withstand the progress of civilization and knowledge, 
under the blessed influence of which, the rights of conscience 
_ are respected, and the conscientiously religious man, whatever 

be his faith, is deemed best calculated to observe his duties to 
his Monarch and his Country. ‘ 

The further observations of the commissioners under the head 
affecting the English Jews we shall quote entire; they do not 
require any comment. ere 

“It appears that the Jews, prior to their expulsion from England, 
were regarded and treated as the bondmen or serfs of the King. 
They were capable of taking lands, and were in the habit of obtain- 
ing rent-charges as security for the monies they advanced. The 
nghts of the ‘ing arising from his serf acquiring landed property 
were found very prejudicial to the borrowers. ‘They are made the 
subject of the (2th and 13th clauses of Magna Charta; and for the 

tter protection of landowners against the claims of the Crown, 

statute or ordinance of the 54th and 55th of King Henry III. was 
passed. Some authorities have regarded Jews, though born in this 
country, as being in the legal condition of aliens. The Jews were : 
*xpelled from England by Royal proclamation in the 18th year of 
ing Edward I. They returned to England in the time of Oliver 
romwell, after a banishment of nearly 400 years. 
The statute, which affords a solitary instance of anything enacted 
particularly against Jews since their return from banishment, is that | 
of the Ist of Queen Anne, c. 30, regarding maintenance of Jewish 
The maintenance is more specifically 


children becoming Christians. 


and fully provided for in this statute 


than in the corresponding | 


47 


enactment ig ea the children of Roman Catholics, which has 
been detailed. The clause in the statute of Queen Anne is as follows. 


“* To the end that sufficient maintenance be provided and allowed 
for the children of Jewish parents who shall turn Protestants; be 
it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand 
seven hundred and two, if any Jewish parent, in order to the com- 
pelling of his or her Protestant child to change his or her religion, 
shall refuse to allow such child a fitting maintenance, suitable to 
the degree and ability of such parent and to the age and education 
of such child, then (upon complaint thereof made to the Lord High 
Chancellor of England, or Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, or Com- 
missioners for the Great Seal for the time being) it shall and may 
be lawful for the said Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Commis- 
sioners, to make such order therein, for the maintenance of such 
Protestant child, as he or they shall think fit.’ 

“With regard to Jews being tutors in private houses or families, 
the provisions of the statute 13th and 14th of King Charles II. 
c. 4, s. 11, have been above detailed, as they relate to Roman Catholics 
and Dissenters; and the conditions have been mentioned under 
which Dissenters, Quakers, and Moravians are relieved from the 


| penalties enacted. As these conditions require an oath or declar- 


ation to be made in which there is a profession of Christianity, and 
as the relief is confined to Protestants, Jews are excluded even from 
conditional relief against this statute. The other penalties and dis- 
abilities on which the question arises whether Jews are excluded 
from the conditional relief under Toleration Acts, regard the offence 
ofrecusanecy, upon which we shall observe hereafter.”’ 

“Jews appear to be prohibited, equally with Dissenters, from 
taking insignia of office tq a synagogue; though this prohibition _ 
results from a proviso contained in an act passed for the relief of 
Protestant Dissenters only, viz. s. 2 of 5th of King Geo. |. c. 4, 
above set forth, and a clause in the Catholic Relief Act.” 


We also cite without comment the observations of the Com- 
missioners under this head, on the law affecting the Jews and 
Dissenters in Scotland. 


“With regard to Dissenters in Scotland, many severe enactments 
were passed for the protection of the Established Church, to which 
Presbyterians as well as other Dissenters were subjected. But on 
the establishment of Presbyterianism as the national religion of 
Scotland, soon after the Revolution of 1688, all existing penalties 
and disabilities were repealed, and they were not asived for the 
purpose of protecting the religion newly established against any 
class of persons dissenting from it. | 

“This precedent of unconditional toleration is obviously of great 
importance in considering the relief to be given to Dissenters in 
England, as well from the penalties and disabilities created by the 
Acts under consideration, as from those inflicted by the Recusancy 
Acts. The Scotch Acts of Repeal will be given in the Appendix. 
They are two Acts of the First Parliament of King Wilham and 
Queen Mary, ce. 5 and 27. The statute 10th of Queen Anne, c. 7, 
called the Scotch Toleration Act, was afterwards passed to allay 
certain disputes that arose between the Presbyterians and Episco- 
palians touching marriage and baptism, and to secure to the 
Episcopal communion the undisturbed exercise of their worship. 

“The statute of the 10th of King George IV. c. 7, s. 25, regarding 
insignia of office, for the first time applied the law on that subject 
to Dissenters and Jews in Scotland. Members of the Church of 
England were thus subjected to a new prohibition in Scotland, by 
the Roman Catholic Relief Act. There does not appear to be any 
other enactment in force imposing penalties or disabilities on Jews 
in Scotland.” | 

Under the same head, the Commissioners then revert to the 


condition of the Jews in Ireland, in the following terms: 


“‘ Jews in Ireland do not appear to be subject to any peculiar penal- 
ties and disabilities, except as regards the law of recusancy, and 
ualifications for offices, subjects which will be presently considered. 
With respect, indeed, to the naturalization of foreign Jews, some 
impediment was. imposed by the statute 23rd and 24th of King 
George III. c. 38 (Irish), which ne Sa to have been removed by 
the general terms of the 36th of King George III. c. 48 (Irish); 
but it may be expedient to repeal the previous statute expressly. 
With regard to the taking insignia of office to places of worship, 
the 10th of King George IV. ec. 7, s. 25, notwithstanding its limited 
reamble, applied, for the first time, the law on the subject to 
issenters and Jews in Ireland. 


(To be Continued.) 
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OUR LETTER BOX. 


Sir,—I much regretted to see in my communication to you, 
respecting the Bibl. Chronology, in alate number of your much 
esteemed journal, that some typographical error should have oc- 
curred, through which an Shetecle was thrown on the subject. 
I therefore deem it necessary to call your kind attention for 
correcting them in the following manner: 

Acts vii. 4, instead of Acts viii. 4. 
Chronologorum ..........Chronologicorum. 
I remain Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
H. Pariippowskl. 
55, Crown Street, Finsbury. 


To the Editor of the 
** Voice of Jacob.” 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“A Subscriber to the £100” will do well, under his proper signature, 
to address the Trustee. We have reason to believe, that his misappre- 
hensions will be cheerfully removed. 

Received for Review.—Discourses by the Rev. H. A. Henry. 


Notices for the Ensuing Fortnight.—Sabbath, 21st Kislev, 20th Dec. ; 
Portion 10").—Wednesday, 25th Kislev, 24th Dec., (and 7 following 
days,) MDM (Feast of Dedication.)—Sabbath, 28th Kislev, 27th Dec., 
Portion //pt).—Monday, 30th of Kislev, and Tuesday, Ist of Tebet ; 29th 
and 30th Dec. AID A". 


JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL, 127, HOUNDSDITCH. 


BALL in aid of the Funds of the above Institution, under 
KX the immediate direction of the Lady Patronesses, will be given in the month 
of March, next. ‘ 
WALTER JOSEPHS—Hon. Sec. 
15, South Street, Finsbury Square, 
8th December, 1845. 


OT 
EWS’ HOSPITAL, Mile End, for the Support of the Aged, 


and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 
The General Committee of the above Institution give Notice, that there are at 
present Vacancies for Five Boys and Three Girls as inmates. 


Further particulars may be obtained by application to 8. Solomon, Secretary, 
2, Bevis Marks. 


and GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC 
INSTITUTION. Sussex Hall. Leadenhall-street. 

The Managing Committee beg to inform the Members and Subscribers of the 
Institution, and the Public, that a Dinner, to celebrate the Anniversary of the 
Opening of the Institution, will take place on Tuesday, January 20th, 1846, in the 
Theatre of the Establishment. Hananel De Castro, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

Tickets to the Dinner, including Wine, 12s. 6d. Ladies’ Tickets to the Gallery, 
with refreshments, 2s. 6d. 


Dec. 10, 1845. M. 8S. OPPENHEIM—Hon. See. 
USSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. In aid of 


the Library Fund of the Institution.—The public is respectfully informed, 
that an Evening Concert will take place on Saturday, December 20th, 1845, for which 
the following artistes have been engaged. Mr. Allen, Mr. Hime, Mr. Ransford, and 
Mr. John Parry.—Miss Rainforth, Miss Dias, Madame Macfarren and Miss Lucombe. 
Instrumentalists :—Flute, Mr. Carte; Guitars, Don J., and Don J. R. Ciebra; 
Conductor, Mr. Louis Leo. 
Tickets to the Body of the Hall and Gallery, 2s.; Reserved Seats, 4s.; Platform 
Seats, 4s.—To be obtained of the Committee, and in the Library of the Institution ; 
also at Dyte and Son’s, Stationers, 106, Strand. 


HILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, for the Relief of Distressed 


Widows and Families of the Jewish Religion. Institued, A.M. 5585, A. D. 
1825. Held at Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Street; (Supported by Voluntary Con- 
tributions.) Patrons :—Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S.; James Pattison, Esq., M.P. 

Conscious of the very frequent appeals that are made to the Jewish public on 
behalf of their distressed co-religionists, the promoters of this Society would not 
have striven by this means to attract the particular attention of the kindhearted, 
to this charity, had they not felt that it possesses peculiar and pre-eminent claims 
on the sympathies of the benevolent. 

Who does not feel for and sorrow with the poor widow? The loss of a dear 
husband is truly a severe affliction; but when to that sad bereavement is added 
the dread privations attendant on poverty, then indeed, blessed is he, who, like 
Job, “ delighteth to make rejoice the heart of the widow.”’ 

The Philanthropic Society has, since first established, afforded relief to upwards 
of One Hundred Widows, bestowing on each a weekly stipend of Five Shillings for 
Thirteen Months. In addition, this Society, at each of the Sacred Holidays, dis- 
tributes charity to the amount of £40 per annum. The amount already distributed 
by this charity exceeds £2,300. 

The committee venture to hope that this plain statement will be sufficient to 
enlist the assistance of a benevolent public; and trust when they (unwillingly 
as they do) feel it their duty to state that the Funds of the Society are not adequate 
to the almost imperative demands made on it, that they shall succeed in enlisting 
the co-operation and support of the charitably inclined. 


Donations and Names of persons desirous of becoming Subscribers thankfull 
received at Sussex Hall. é 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


In the Press, and shortly will be Published, price (to Subscribers 
plete. In Six Parts, averaging 5s. 6d. each, or in 64 Weekly N 


A NEW AND ELEGANT EDITION OF THE FESTIVA 
IN HEBREW AND ENGLISH, 


Sop 
NHIS WORK will be printed by Messrs. Wertheimer q d 
Co,, in the best style and on fine paper, containing as usual, Six Vol : 
in a New, PortaBie, and Erecant Form. ovames 
Portability and elegance of appearance being now essential 
votional books, especially for such persons as have to take them t 
any distance, the publisher has, at the suggestion of many friends, who have bee 
inconvenienced by the cumbrous form of the volumes extant, undertaken to pr : 
duce an edition which, in size and price, will meet the approbation of the abi 
generally, and place the work within the means of those who, from its high fer 
have hitherto been deterred from purchasing it. The work will appear entire in 
nowise abridged or condensed, but printed from the Text of the late Davia Ler 
in an improved and superior manner, specimens of which may be seen at the 
publisher’s, 8. SOLOMON, 2, Bevis Marks, late of 42, Great Prescot Street, b 
whom Subscribers’ names will be received. ed 
Subscribers are guaranteed the faithful and speedy publication of the work: ang 
the prompt manner in which the HEBREW BIBLE, just published, has been com. 
pleted, will, it is hoped, enlist the confidence of the public for the present under. 
taking. It is respectfully requested that persons intending to subscribe for this 
work, will forward their names to the publisher at their earliest convenience, as 
the Books, at the prices above stated, can only be delivered to Subscribers ; afte; 
publication the price will be increased. 


Only) 32s, com. 
Os. price 6d. each 
L PRAYERS 


requisites for de. 
O Synagogue from 


Just Published, price 30s., to non-Subscribers. 


A HEBREW AND ENGLISH BIBLE, 


With the Explanatory, Critical, and Grammatical Notes of the late Davip Ley; 
The work. forms five Volumes; at the end of each Volume is given the ASN, 
(portions from the Prophets, as read in the Synagogue,) with the English Transja- 
tion and Notes. 

*.* The work may be had in separate Volumes, or complete, either in sheets, 
in boards, or bound to order, at the lowest price; and samples of binding may be 


seen at the Publisher’s, 8. Solomon, No. 2, Bevis Marks, late of 42, Great Prescot 
Street. 


On the Ist January, 1846, will be Published, in Monthly Parts, 
THE PEOPLE’S EDITIONS, 
(Both in Royal 8vo, and Demy 16mo,) of 


HE HOLY BIBLE, with more than 20,000 Emendations, 

Containing the Old and New Testaments, with more than 20,000 eménda- 
tions, derived from ancient and modern versions. from original and scarce manu- 
scripts, and from the works of more than 300 of the most learned and pious men of 
the last two centuries. It is freed from many obsolete, obscure, and indelicate 
words, and printed in paragraphs, the poetical parts being in parallelisms. 

The great success that has attended the previous editions of the above works, 
has induced the publisher, from the earnest request made to him from all deno- 
minations of Christians, to issue a cheaper edition, in order to place it in the hands 
of all classes. 


PLAN OF PUBLICATION. 
The title will be “ People’s Edition ’’ of the Holy Bible, with more than 20,000 


emendations. There will be two editions published, namely, royal 8vo and demy 
16mo, carefully printed on good paper, and type the same as the former editions; 


‘and a part of each will be published on the first day of the month. 


Each edition will be completed in Seven Monthly Parts; the price of the Roya! 
8vo will be One Shilling per Part, and the Demy 16mo, Sixpence per Part. 

Each edition will be illustrated with three new and expensive maps, carefully 
drawn and engraved with all the recent discoveries of Keith, Robinson, &c. 

The maps, titles, tables, &c., will appear in the last part. 

London: C, A, Bartlett, 32, Paternoster Row. Sold by all Booksellers. 


EWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street, Good- 
man’s Fields,—The Governors and Subscribers are respectfully informed, 
that a Special General Meeting will take place on Sunday, the 21st inst., at the 
Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Street, at the hour of Eleven for Twelve o’Clock precisely, 
to receive a report from the Committee, on the proposed Endowment of A. L, 
Moses, Esq., for erecting an Asylum for this Charity. 
By Order,—A. SAQUI, Sze. 
llth December, 1845. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE HEBREW PERSUASION 
DINING IN THE CITY—Sussex Hall Tavern, No. 51, Leadenhall — 
next door to Sussex Hall.—Morris Barnett, begs respectfully to inform the public, 
that having taken the above house, he has made arrangements for preparing 
Chops and Steaks, at any hour of the day. Good Beds. W3 Sandwiches. 
Wines and Spirits of superior quality.—Charges, strictly moderate. 


fi BE DISPOSED OF, a handsomely fitted up 


d all further pat 
suited for private worship. The same may be viewed, an Heathcote 


ticulars can be ascertained, on application to Mrs. Aaron Joseph, No. 2, 
Street, Mecklenburg Square. 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the P arish ye 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Publishe in 
BENJAMIN STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith un 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripay, DecemsBer 19, 1845. 
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